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What is the study about?
The aim of this report is to describe the development of a new tool to measure how much pain interferes in daily life in people with traumatic brain injury (TBI). The TBI-QOL Pain Interference Item Bank used an approach in agreement with established measurement development standards, using both classical and contemporary methods of test construction and validation. This report also describes the process used in developing the specific  items to be used in the item bank, including: a literature review, focus group input, cognitive interviews, and analyses. 
What did the study find?
This study found that the 40-item TBI-QOL Pain Interference Item Bank demonstrated good reliability (consistency) and validity (accuracy), hence had strong psychometric properties. This item bank can also be administered as a 10-item short form or computer adaptive test. 
Who participated in the study?
Individuals with mild, moderate, or severe TBI (n=590) who were recruited from 5 medical and/or rehabilitation centers across the United States who were members of the TBI Model Systems research initiative.
How was the study conducted?
This study was a cross-sectional survey study using two phases: (1) an item pool development stage, where many items of possible interest were selected and then reduced by discussion among the investigators and (2) a field testing phase of the selected items with study participants.
How can people use the results?
Individuals with TBI and their families can use the results of this study to better learn if people with TBI have significant pain interference. TBI-specific pain interference can reliably be measured using the TBI-QOL Pain Interference Item Bank. Clinicians and researchers can use this item bank to measure TBI-related pain relative to the general population as well as individuals with TBI. 
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