
August 2012 MSKTC Headlines 

=====Spinal Cord Injury (SCI)===== 

Northwest SCI Model System Continues Forum Series on Accessible Transportation 
Options 

The Northwest Spinal Cord Injury Model System continues its forum series with this locally 
focused discussion of different accessible transportation options that are available for people 
with disabilities. This discussion focuses on the greater Seattle metropolitan area, which offers 
such options as buses, light rail, Access, DART, and Bus Rapid Transit. Helpful resources, travel 
tips, and information about volunteer transportation and wheelchair accessible taxis are also 
provided. 
 
Researchers From the Spinal Cord Injury Model Systems Will Present at the Academy of 
Spinal Cord Injury Professionals (ASCIP) Conference 

Model Systems researchers will present at Beyond Boundaries: The 2012 Conference of the 
ASCIP in Las Vegas, Nevada. Scheduled for September 3–6, this multidisciplinary conference 
will cover many topics, including new approaches to improving mobility and cognition, 
minimizing pain, determining prognosis, and addressing health disparities. To learn more about 
the conference and access an overview of the presentations, please visit here. 

The MSKTC Is Recruiting Caregivers of Individuals With Spinal Cord Injury for a Health 
Information Needs Study 

The MSKTC is recruiting individuals who serve as primary caregivers to someone who has 
sustained a spinal cord injury in the past 5 years. The objective of this study is to better 
understand the health information needs of caregivers. The study will be conducted via a phone 
interview, and participants will be compensated $20 for their time. If you or someone is 
interested, please contact Frank LaNasa (202–403–5940 or msktc@air.org) or click here for 
more information. Click here to download and print our flyer.   

 

=====Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)===== 

 
 
Investigator From TBI Model System Receives the APA Research Award 
 
John DeLuca, Ph.D.—a co-investigator at the Northern New Jersey Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI) Model System—received the 2012 Roger G. Barker Distinguished Research Contribution 
Award from the American Psychological Association. The award recognizes an individual who 
has made an outstanding lifelong contribution to rehabilitation psychology through empirical 
research, conceptual/theoretical development, or both. Dr. DeLuca also serves as co-investigator 
in a field-initiated project on memory and TBI and as a mentor for the Advanced Rehabilitation 
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Research Training grant, both of which are funded by the National Institute on Disability and 
Rehabilitation Research. 
 
Call for Abstracts for the 2013 Santa Clara Valley Brain Injury Conference 
 
Researchers from the Northern California Traumatic Brain Injury Model System of Care are 
accepting abstracts for presentations and poster sessions for the 2013 Santa Clara Valley Brain 
Injury Conference. Abstracts are due October 1, 2012, and applicants will be notified of 
acceptance by November 1, 2012. The conference is scheduled for February 28–March 2, 2013, 
in San Jose, CA. Visit the 2013 Santa Clara Valley Brain Injury Conference Web site to learn 
more about the conference and submit an abstract.  
 
 
Model Systems Researchers Explore a Connection Between TBI and Violence 
 
Dr. David Cifu and Dr. Jeffrey Kreutzer from Virginia Commonwealth’s Traumatic Brain Injury 
Model System have found information to suggest that active-duty service members have an 
increased risk of being a victim of traumatic brain injury, which may be linked to criminal 
behavior. To learn more, view the article here. 
  

The MSKTC Is Recruiting Caregivers of Individuals With Traumatic Brain Injury for a 
Health Information Needs Study 

The MSKTC is recruiting individuals who serve as primary caregivers to someone who has 
sustained a traumatic brain injury. The objective of this study is to better understand the health 
information needs of caregivers. The study will be conducted via a phone interview, and 
participants will be compensated $20 for their time. If you or someone is interested, please 
contact Frank LaNasa (202–403–5940 or msktc@air.org) or click here for more information. 
Click here to download and print our flyer.   

=====Burn===== 

 
Model Systems Project Director Co-Authors a 36-Year Review on Burn Injury 
 
Dr. Loren Engrav, project director of the University of Washington Burn Injury Model System, 
is the co-author of a 36-year review on burn injury conducted at Harborview Medical System. 
Titled “Harborview Burns – 1974 to 2009,” the article discusses how the prevention and care for 
burn injury has changed throughout the years. The authors also address the changing 
demographics of burn injury and differences in fluid resuscitation measures, surgical care, and 
mortality. The article is available online, courtesy of PLos One, free of charge.  
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The MSKTC Is Recruiting Caregivers of Individuals With Burn Injury for a Health 
Information Needs Study 

The MSKTC is recruiting individuals who serve as primary caregivers to someone who has 
sustained a burn injury. The objective of this study is to better understand the health information 
needs of caregivers. The study will be conducted via a phone interview, and participants will be 
compensated $20 for their time. If you or someone is interested, please contact Frank LaNasa 
(202–403–5940 or msktc@air.org) or click here for more information. Click here to download 
and print our flyer.  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sept. 10–13 23rd Annual State of the States in Head Injury Meeting 

Sept. 12–15 Phoenix Society’s 2012 World Burn Congress 

Sept. 28 Last day for accepting applications for the ERRIS workshop 

Oct. 1 Abstracts due for Santa Clara Brain Injury Conference  
Oct. 9–13 American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine  
Jan. 15–19 ERRIS—Training in Grantsmanship for Rehabilitation Research  
Feb. 20–Mar. 2 2013 Santa Clara Valley Brain Injury Conference  
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